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LOWER GASCOYNE WATER ALLOCATION PLAN 

Statement by Minister for Water 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.04 am]: I am pleased to announce that the 

Liberal–National government continues to deliver on its commitment to sustainable water management with the 

release of the lower Gascoyne water allocation plan, which is an important step in this government’s successful 

progression of the Gascoyne food bowl initiative to help increase horticultural production in Western Australia. 

The Department of Water’s ongoing investment in understanding the water resource has resulted in an extra 

3.6 gigalitres of water per annum being sustainably available for the horticulture industry in Carnarvon. This will 

mean a total of 12.9 gigalitres of water per annum will eventually flow through the soon-to-be-completed 

Gascoyne irrigation pipeline project, a project that was jointly funded by the Gascoyne Water Co-operative and 

the state and commonwealth governments. The additional water will support new development, with each 

additional gigalitre of water estimated to generate more than $1.3 million in gross margins for the horticultural 

industry. The improved delivery of water will also provide increased flexibility for irrigators drawing water from 

their own bores that are at risk of high salt levels. The future water requirements of the town of Carnarvon are 

also provided for in the plan. Beyond the 1.3 gigalitres per annum of water currently used by the people of 

Carnarvon, an additional 2.3 gigalitres per annum is secured in the plan to support the expansion of this 

important regional centre. The Liberal–National government’s significant investment in groundwater 

investigation, metering and monitoring will ensure that water is being taken at sustainable levels that will not 

increase salinity.  

Now that this work has been completed, I am confident that we have delivered a plan that will ensure a long-

term water supply for the town of Carnarvon and the irrigated horticultural industry. This positive outcome could 

not have been achieved without working closely with the local community, and I would like to recognise the 

community’s valuable input, particularly that of the Carnarvon Water Allocation Advisory Committee. This 

group’s extensive local knowledge, along with feedback received through stakeholder submissions, was used to 

make a number of important improvements to the final lower Gascoyne water allocation plan. We are keen to 

continue the high level of community involvement and will soon advertise the opportunity for interested growers 

to apply for a position on the Carnarvon Water Allocation Advisory Committee. This plan, along with the 

Gascoyne food bowl initiative, the Gascoyne irrigation pipeline replacement project and the Carnarvon flood 

mitigation project, strongly demonstrates the Liberal–National government’s commitment to supporting regional 

communities and to boosting food production capacity in the Gascoyne region and throughout Western 

Australia.  

 


